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SUBJECT: NEW AUSTRIAN POREIGN MINISTER 
REF: PARIS 15608 

1 . IN REPORTING DESIGNATION OP NEW AUSTRIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER, JUNE 27 LE MONDE QUOTES CHANCELLOR KREISKY AS 
SAYING THE APPOINTMENT WAS ONLY POR THE CURRENT LEGIS- 
LATIVE TERM. LE MONDE SPECULATES THAT BY NAMING 
AMBASSADOR BIELKA TO THE POST, THE CHANCELLOR HOPED TO 
KEEP A PREP HAND TO RE-ASSIGN THE POREIGN MINISTRY PORT- 
POLIO IN CASE THE SOCIALISTS LOSE THEIR ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
IN THE ELECTIONS A YEAR FROM NOW AND SEEK AN ALLIANCE 
WITH THE LIBERALS. THE ARTICLE CLAIMS THERE WAS 
OPPOSITION AMONG MEMBERS OP THE SOCIALIST PARTY TO THE 
BIELKA APPOINTMENT. 

2. WHEN AMBASSADOR BIELKA TOLD THE CHARGE OP HIS 
APPOINTMENT (REPTEL), HE SAID HE HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY 
PLEASED THAT CHANCELLOR KREISKY ASKED HIM TO TAKE THE 
POST SINCE THEY WERE NOT OP THE SAME PARTY. THEY HAD 
WORKED CLOSELY TOGETHER IN THE MINISTRY IN THE EARLY 
60'S, HOWEVER, AND HE EXPRESSED GREAT ADMIRATION POR THE 
CHANCELLOR. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD INTENDED TO 
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TAKE A LONG LEAVE, BUT THAT THE CHANCELLOR’S REQUEST WAS 
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ONE THAT HE EELT HE COULD NOT REEUSE. ALTHOUGH HE MADE 
NO REEERENCE TO POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, HIS REMARKS TO 
CHARGE APPEARED CONSISTENT WITH SPECULATION THAT HIS 
MAY BE A RELATIVELY SHORT-TERM APPOINTMENT. 
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